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Well, the year ended with a fantastic retreat day at Mulberry House, when we spent some time relaxing, unwinding from the hectic end of term and spending time with God.  Oh, and we also celebrated Glyn’s birthday!! See him blowing out his candles above.  

The new term kicked off with the wonderful, if hectic, task of timetabling in an amazing amount of lessons for the team.  This involved me huddled in the corner surrounded by diaries, school timetables and lesson requirements muttering like a demented hobbit!!  

[image: image2.jpg]


We are delighted to welcome Matt Ferguson to the team.  Matt is a former emerge leader from KEGS and he has joined us on his gap year to help the team with the lunchtime clubs and events.
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This term we are also celebrated Libby’s 30th birthday and here she is blowing out her candles!!  (we do seem to eat a lot of cake don’t we??!)

Finally, we would like to thank Liz Harrison who, last month, stepped down as a member of the Board having served for nearly ten years.  Liz was a dynamic member of the Board and will be sorely missed but we wish her well for the future.





Lynseyxx
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NEWSLETTER

NOVEMBER 2008









   November 2008


What a term it has been so far!  September and October were crazy busy with Glyn, Jo and myself all in different schools almost every day!  With Glyn’s car dying at the beginning of September we all had to play taxi (including Lynsey)!  
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Having worked in Boswells, Moulsham, WDF and Chelmer Valley weekly doing year 7, 8 and 9 lessons we were all looking forward to half term with great anticipation.  And, in addition to the lessons, we also had the emerge groups, a week of assemblies at Chelmer Valley and our first ever assemblies at Chelmsford County High.  Our assemblies were all very well received by both pupils and staff, which was very encouraging.  As CCHS we discovered that the world is indeed a small place because the deputy head who booked us used to go to school with my husband!  We are looking forward to possibly working more in CCHS now we have made an initial connection.


In the busyness we are finding it important to remember to ‘remain in Him, because apart from Him we can do nothing’.  There is so much going on, schools and churches wanting to use us and as a team we are really excited about the development of all we are doing and working harder together as we row in the same direction.  We are passionate about seeing the next generation challenged with the truths of Christianity.


Last term I was focusing on raising our profile in schools and this term we are beginning to see the fruits of the phone calls, letter and new brochure!  Therefore, my focus this academic year is to increase our prayer and financial support.  Thank you for all your prayers, we couldn’t do what we do without you and if you know anyone else who would like to pray for us, please do give us their contact information.


In the current financial climate, raising our giving is a rather large mountain to climb but I am reminded of a song I knew as a child that says it is all about “one step at a time we can climb the mountain”.  WE know that God is our provider and holder of the wallet so I am looking to do my best to be obedient to His call and speak to the people He wants me to speak to and He will do the prompting!


Thanks you for all your love, prayers and support.



Libby x
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Having been with SYM for nearly a year, I’m still excited and amazed at the work God is doing in the schools in Chelmsford and with the young people of the town.  We now have emerge groups established in all but one school with young people either leading them exclusively or working alongside myself and Glyn.  Having said goodbye to last year’s leader, we started this academic year with the long awaited Leadership training day!  In total, ten young people attended, representing six of our local schools.  We spent a very long day eating, learning and having fun together!  The new emerge leaders are rising to the challenge of leading their peers. This year we are planning to launch a theme for emerge when we will be encouraging the groups to have a year to remember (AY2R).  Thank you to everyone who has been praying for the emerge groups.  God is most definitely answering your prayers!  Please continue to pray as we look forward to the growth of existing groups and the development of a group in St Peters.





Jo xx
The start of the academic year is usually a quiet one. Teachers are getting back into the swing of things and it often takes them a while to get round to booking lessons with us.
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The past couple of years have taught me to expect the winter term after the summer holidays to be considerably less busy than the other two terms. This year, however, nothing could be further from the truth. I feel as if my feet have hardly touched the ground. I have been exploring the problem of evil and suffering with year 9 students, asking year 8s “What is a Christian?” and teaching year 7s some of the history and development of the

different denominations. Some of the other topics so far this term have included: “How do we decide what is right and wrong?”; “How do Christians make decisions?”; “Who is Jesus?” and “Creation and Evolution”. It has been a lot of fun and an incredible privilege to work with young people in this context. Please pray that lessons continue to run effectively and be well received. Please also pray for further demand from the schools after the Christmas break. Thank you.  Glyn x
